Denver & the Mile High Orchestra zTHE STORY

A band geek in love...

Music has been my passion for aad as | can remember. However, my first introducti
to the trumpet was in Beginning Band in the sixth grdtdeiasn't a difficult choice since
my "chubby" lips made trumpet playing come natural to W&l started listening to grea
trumpet players, found the music resounding within the deepest parts of my soul. It ¢
take long for the singing of Frank Sinatra, Harry Connick Jr., andfag)" Cole to catch
my attention. | simply could not get enougth.even memorized all their hit songslsoon
realized that | was a band geek in love with music.

Writing music quickly became the next step of my jourrfgyseventeen | recorded the f
song | ever wrote 3 - X VW % HHhe kétdfdihg studio was an old woodshed on a dist
country road irmy hometown of Plymouthntliana.lt was the beginning of a very long,
hard, and rewarding journey into the industry of music.

Off to Nashville...

My friends and family continued t@cognize and encourage taent.Believing in my
passiorand desirindo act on it, | left Indiana and movéal Nashville to major in music a
Belmont University. The amazing musicians thieo¢hintimidatedandinspired me. Durin
my four yearsat Belmontl gave everything | had to become thetbaasician | could
possiblybe.

While playing lead trumpet in the university jazz ensemble | met others who shgred
passion for music. They were band geeks too, and soon became some of my best fr
Theywould later play a major part my dream come true.

Finding my voice...

Through college | experimesd with writing and performing all styles of music, includin
country, pop, and hipop. People would say, "It's good musits just notyou." Nothing
seemed to fit, and by the time my senior year came, | still hadn't foyndche. During
my final year in college | took an arranging class and learned to write big band musi
seemed as natural to me as breathing, and took me back to the place in sixth grade
first learned the name Louis Armstrong and memorizedt&ig Cole lyric.

| beganwriting big band arrangement$ my original melodies and lyrighat had strong
personal meaning and inspiration. The influences of edgy contemporary sourads\anc
for gospel musiadded color to mglassic big band songs.



