
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Denver & the Mile High Orchestra �± THE STORY 

A band geek in love...  
 
Music has been my passion for as long as I can remember. However, my first introduction 
to the trumpet was in Beginning Band in the sixth grade.  It wasn't a difficult choice since 
my "chubby" lips made trumpet playing come natural to me.  As I started listening to great 
trumpet players, I found the music resounding within the deepest parts of my soul. It didn't 
take long for the singing of Frank Sinatra, Harry Connick Jr., and Nat "King" Cole to catch 
my attention. I simply could not get enough.  (I even memorized all their hit songs!)  I soon 
realized that I was a band geek in love with music. 
 
Writing music quickly became the next step of my journey. At seventeen I recorded the first 
song I ever wrote - �³�-�X�V�W���% �H�O�L�H�Y�H�´����The recording studio was an old woodshed on a distant 
country road in my hometown of Plymouth, Indiana. It was the beginning of a very long, 
hard, and rewarding journey into the industry of music. 
 
Off to Nashville...  
 
My friends and family continued to recognize and encourage my talent. Believing in my 
passion and desiring to act on it, I left Indiana and moved to Nashville to major in music at 
Belmont University. The amazing musicians there both intimidated and inspired me. During 
my four years at Belmont I gave everything I had to become the best musician I could 
possibly be. 
 
While playing lead trumpet in the university jazz ensemble I met others who shared my 
passion for music. They were band geeks too, and soon became some of my best friends. 
They would later play a major part in my dream come true. 
 
Finding my voice... 
 
Through college I experimented with writing and performing all styles of music, including 
country, pop, and hip-hop. People would say, "It's good music - it's just not you." Nothing 
seemed to fit, and by the time my senior year came, I still hadn't found my niche. During 
my final year in college I took an arranging class and learned to write big band music. It 
seemed as natural to me as breathing, and took me back to the place in sixth grade when I 
first learned the name Louis Armstrong and memorized a Nat King Cole lyric. 
 
I began writing big band arrangements of my original melodies and lyrics that had strong 
personal meaning and inspiration. The influences of edgy contemporary sounds and a love 
for gospel music added color to my classic big band songs. 


